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Homelessness and you in the 2010 Municipal Election
The City’s cost of providing emergency shelter for homeless families and individuals over the next 10 years will be nearly $57 million according to a conservative estimate from the Alliance to End Homelessness.  Only new spending on housing for those with low incomes can lead to a reduction in the escalating cost of providing shelter beds for homeless people.  By 2020, around 60% of the shelter bed costs will be for homeless families and youth unless there is a significant increase in appropriate affordable housing and supportive housing (40% in 2009). 
See the accompanying document. 
The targets set by the Alliance to End Homelessness in Ottawa would by 2020 see a community where:

· No more than 2,000 families and individuals would have to use the shelter system each year because of personal emergencies (such as fires)

· Annual emergency shelter costs would be down around $3 million
· People would stay for an average of 30 days to find a safe, affordable home, and
· The social housing waiting list would be down to 4,000 households. 
The City has an affordable housing strategy, a poverty reduction plan and an action plan on homelessness. These plans will never be successful unless the City commits significant resources.
What Can City Council Do?   Questions for Candidates
Affordable Housing 

1. Will you act to increase affordable housing by 1,000 units each year and invest more municipal resources?

Yes___   No___ Comments:
Using Upload Dollars
2A.   Will you reinvest the nearly $80 million dollars being removed from the property tax base by 2018 in new affordable housing and other social services as financial responsibility for social services infrastructure is uploaded back to the province?
Yes___   No___ Comments:
2B.    Will you support the “Housing Answer”, and starting in 2011 commit at least 15 million of the upload dollars each year for appropriate affordable housing, supportive housing and combating homelessness?

Yes___   No___ Comments:

Reducing Shelter use
3. Will you make a municipal commitment to reduce the number of individuals in emergency shelters each year?
Yes___   No___ Comments:
Human Rights in housing
4.  Will you actively abide by Ontario’s Human Rights Policy on Rental Housing and NIMBYism?
Yes___   No___ Comments:
Poverty reduction
5.  Will you act to ensure the City’s Poverty Reduction Strategy is successfully implemented with appropriate funding?
Yes___   No___ Comments:

Deadline: October 1st 4:00 pm. Please return your answers by email to ATEH Coordinator Lynne Browne at lbrowne@ysb.on.ca. Results will be announced at a press conference closer to Election Day.
Thank you,

Marion Wright, Chair of the Alliance to End Homelessness

ATEH Agency Members, 2010

Action-Logement / Action-Housing

Boys and Girls Club of Ottawa

Bronson Centre

Bruce House

Canadian Mental Health Association, Ottawa Branch

Canadian Red Cross

Carlington Community and Health Services

Catholic Immigration Centre

Causeway Work Centre

Centre 454

Centre 507 Drop-In

Centre Espoir Sophie

Centre for Research on Educational and Community Services, University of Ottawa 

Centretown Citizens Ottawa Corporation 

Centretown Community Health Centre

Christmas Exchange of Ottawa

City of Ottawa, Housing Branch

Cooperative Housing Association of Eastern Ontario 

Cornerstone Housing for Women

Daybreak Non-Profit Shelter

Debra Dynes Family House

Elizabeth Fry Society

Emily Murphy Non-Profit Housing Corporation

Family Services Ottawa

First Baptist Church

Good Day Workshop

Harvest House Ministries

Horizons Renaissance Inc.

Housing Help

Jewish Family Services

John Howard Society of Ottawa

Knights of Columbus St. George Council

Ministry of Community & Social Services, Eastern Region 

Minwaashin Lodge/Oshki Kizis Healing Lodge

Multifaith Housing Initiative

Nelson House of Ottawa-Carleton

Nepean, Rideau, Osgoode Community Resource Centre

Nursing Students of Ontario

Oasis Program at Sandy Hill Community Health Centre

Odawa Native Friendship Centre

Ontario Association of Social Workers, Eastern Branch

Ontario Public Interest Research Group, Carleton University

Operation Come Home

Options Bytown Non-Profit Housing Corporation

Ottawa Action on Poverty / Action Pauvreté Ottawa 

Ottawa Community Immigrant Services Organization 

Ottawa East Churches for Affordable Housing

Ottawa Inner City Health Inc.

Ottawa Inner City Ministries

Ottawa Pastoral Counselling Centre 

Ottawa Salus Corporation

Pinecrest-Queensway Community Health Centre

Pinganodin Lodge Inc

Psychiatric Survivors of Ottawa 

Royal Ottawa Mental Health Centre

Salvation Army Booth Centre

Sandy Hill Community Health Centre

Shepherds of Good Hope

Social Planning Council of Ottawa

Somali Center for Youth, Women & Community Development

Somerset West Community Health Centre

South-East Ottawa Community Health Centre

St. Joe’s Women’s Centre

Stewart and Associates

The Ottawa Food Bank

The Ottawa Mission

The Well/La Source

Tungasuvvingat Inuit

United Way/Centraide Ottawa

Wabano Centre for Aboriginal Health

West End Legal Services

Western Ottawa Community Resource Centre

YMCA-YWCA, National Capital Region

Youth Services Bureau of Ottawa

Youville Centre
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Members

Tim Aubry

Senior Researcher, Centre for Research on Educational and Community Services University of Ottawa

Lorraine Bentley

Executive Director, Options Bytown 
Non-Profit Housing 
Simon Brazier

Senior Programs Manager,
The Ottawa Mission
Michael Coe

Community Representative

Tony Cruickshank

Manager, Homeless Outreach Program Wabano Centre for Aboriginal Health
Sue Garvey

Director, Cornerstone/LePilier

Mary-Martha Hale 
Director, Centre 454, Anglican Social Services
Val Hinsperger

Director, Nepean Housing 

Rosine Kaley

Executive Director, 
Action-Logement/Action-Housing

Wanda MacDonald

Executive Director, Pinecrest -Queensway Community Health Centre

Meg McCallum

Ottawa Social Housing Network 

Terrie Meehan

Community Representative

Wendy Muckle

Executive Director, Ottawa Inner City Health

Judy Perley

Senior Director, Housing and Support Services, National Capital Region
YMCA-YWCA Ottawa
Robin Pow

Director, Patient Care Services, Department of Community Mental Health, Royal Ottawa Health Care Group

Perry Rowe, Past Chair
Executive Director, The Salvation Army Ottawa Booth Centre

Paul Soucie

Executive Director, Shepherds of Good Hope

Ray Sullivan

Executive Director, Centertown Citizens Ottawa Corp.

Trudy Sutton

Executive Director, Housing Help
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Housing Services Branch, City of Ottawa

Marc Provost

Residential Services, City of Ottawa
Michelle Couture

Service Canada/Human Resources & Skill Development Canada
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Lynne Browne   Contact at 613-241-1573 ext 205, lbrowne@ysb.on.ca, 147 Besserer St., Ottawa, ON K1N 6A7
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