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Sept. 10, 2010
Media Release – Immediate

Act now to avoid swelling cost of family & youth homelessness 
and huge cost increases for emergency shelter

Homelessness coalition urges municipal candidates

Media Conference

Monday, Sept. 13, 2010 at 10:30 a.m.
Location:   Centre 454

216 Murray Street

Ottawa ON K1N 5N1 
The Alliance to End Homelessness (ATEH) is urging municipal candidates to act now to avoid a doubling of emergency shelter costs paid by the city over the next decade. 

“Without action now to create new housing units for people with low incomes the City’s cost to run emergency shelters will double by 2020,” warns Alliance to End Homelessness chair Marion Wright. 

“The most shocking news is that about 60% of the shelter beds costs in 2020 will be for homeless families and youth unless there is a significant increase in appropriate affordable housing and supportive housing. It’s around 40% now.”

Wright will release costing statistics in the ATEH’s new key document, “The Cost of Doing Nothing More Than Current Efforts to End Homelessness” at a media conference at Centre 454 on Monday, Sept. 13 at 10:30 a.m. 

The document reveals the estimated economic cost of emergency shelter use year by year between 2010 and 2020 if the city makes no progress in creating new housing units for people with low incomes. 

“The City has an affordable housing strategy, a poverty reduction plan and an action plan on homelessness but none of these plans will work unless the City commits significant resources to housing. On the 13th we will also release our Municipal Candidates Questionnaire “What Can City Council Do?” being sent to gauge their commitment to affordable housing, using recently freed up “upload dollars”, reducing shelter use, human rights in housing, and poverty reduction,” says Wright.
In the 6th Report Card on Ending Homelessness the Alliance to End Homeless set targets over the next 10 years to:

· increase by 1,000 annually the number of affordable housing units available

· reduce by 500 each year the number of people using emergency shelters

· reach 30 days maximum stays in emergency shelters, and

· reach Canada’s housing affordability standard of spending 30% or less of 
pre-tax income on housing.

For more information contact:

Lynne Browne, Coordinator, Alliance to End Homelessness

Cell: (613) 513-6647, Office: 613-241-1573, ext. 205 
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