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MEDIA RELEASE March 29, 2010

Media Conference March 30th to release annual 
Report Card on Ending Homelessness in Ottawa, Jan–Dec 2009
Alliance to End Homelessness to announce targets 

to end homelessness within 10 years
Homelessness statistics a wake-up call!
“The Alliance to End Homelessness believes it’s time to set strong annual targets to end homelessness over the next 10 years, especially for the development of new affordable housing units,” says Marion Wright, Chair of the Alliance to End Homelessness (ATEH). “Our community wants decisive action. Setting achievable targets will help us to hold our political representatives accountable and end homelessness for thousands of families, children, youth, men and women in the city. 
“A safe, stable and affordable home is the foundation of Canadian life, a human right and a moral obligation of the state. Not one of our levels of governments has provided enough funding to make a dent in the problem,” says Ms Wright.  “In 10 years, we could have a community where only 2,000 families and individuals would have to use the shelter system each year because of personal emergencies like illness, job loss or fires. They’d be able to find a safe and affordable home within an average of 30 days. And the Social Housing waiting list could be reduced to 4,000 households. Many cities have developed plans for addressing homelessness using a broad range of interrelated targets which would, when met, result in a significant reduction in homelessness.Ottawa could too. 
“Politicians need to hear this from their constituents! They find money for serious crises like H1N1, SARS and the financial crisis. Agency staff and thousands of volunteers have had to pick up the slack because of insufficient housing for families and individuals when they become homeless; it’s no less a crisis! “
“The grades and homeless statistics for Ottawa and the numbers for targets will be released at the media conference, but I can tell you now that there has been a notable jump in length of time families and individuals spend in emergency shelters before finding housing,” reports Dr. Tim Aubry, Senior Researcher at the Centre for Research on Educational & Community Services at the University of Ottawa and member of the ATEH Research and Evaluation Working Group. “The average length of stay in a shelter went up to 57 days, 12% more than in 2008 so we saw a 9.6% increase in the use of shelter beds, which were used 421,500 times in 2009.
“Homelessness is worse because of the greater length of time people are spending in emergency shelters. There is also an increase in the number of families, youth, and children who have experienced homelessness this past year. Our housing indicators show no or slight progress from the previous year,” says Dr. Aubry. “The only good news is that an increase in the minimum wage this past year will help more people in this low-income group to find or retain housing. Unfortunately, increases in the Ontario Works and Ontario Disability Support Program benefits have not kept up with rent increases which were at 3.1% compared to 2008. The vacancy rate also remained very tight at 1.5% and only 88 new affordable units were built last year despite that fact that 10,235 households are on the Social Housing Waiting list.”
“We can end homelessness with ‘SMART” targets – specific, measurable, achievable, resourced and time-bound targets in a ten year timeline,” reports Ms. Wright. “From 2004 to 2008, we compared the experience of homelessness in Ottawa each year with the previous year’s experience. This report card will still be graded on that basis. Since there has been little change over the last six years, we are establishing targets that must be achieved to end homelessness. Beginning next year, we will compare changes or progress to our targets. We believe the targets are achievable. We can see that the influx of the federal stimulus funding should result in an increase in affordable housing for seniors and people with disabilities over the next two years. There’s no question that our targets can be achieved if governments commit to them.” 
(A ‘Backgrounder’ that details the targets and a road map for 10 years will be provided at the media conference.
On the back of the Report Card there is a letter from the Chair on why we are moving to targets.)
Dr. Aubry agrees that specific targets are needed keep the Ottawa community on track with what it will take to seriously reduce homeless numbers.

“Even with substantial progress, emergencies like fire, family breakdown, illness, etc. will continue to displace some people temporarily,” says Dr. Aubry, “but with an adequate supply of housing in Ottawa, they could be quickly housed. The number of households on the Social Housing waiting list needs to be much lower and their wait much shorter. A person working full time should be able to rent an average apartment for 30% of their income, Canada’s housing affordability standard.”

Also in the 2009 Report Card:

· Specific messages for politicians: municipal election candidates, MPPs and MPs.

· A portrait of a homeless family living in an Ottawa emergency shelter 

· Dr. Jeff Turnbull explains why doctors are concerned about homelessness 

· A housing developer describes how “building housing is fraught with obstacles”
· A strategy for changing “NIMBY” – “Not in my back yard” to “YIMBY” – “Yes in my backyard” 
· Other articles include: successful approaches to supportive housing, a program to prevent homelessness among women recently released from custody, and the surprising results of a study on Hepatitis C treatment among the homeless and people who use drugs.

The Report card is produced by The Alliance to End Homelessness, a non-partisan coalition of community agencies and concerned organizations and individuals in Ottawa taking action to end homelessness.
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Media Conference to release The Report Card on Ending Homelessness in Ottawa, Jan-Dec 2009
Date:
Tuesday, March 30, 2010, 10:00 a.m.

Location:
Salvation Army Booth Centre, 171 George Street (at Cumberland), main floor multipurpose room
Contact – Lynne Browne to arrange interviews or for more information (Coordinator of the Alliance to End Homelessness) Cell – 613-513-6647, Office – 613-241-7913 ext 205, Email – lbrowne@ysb.on.ca 
Speakers on the 30th 
Marion Wright
Chair, Alliance to End Homelessness  

Tim Aubry
ATEH Research and Evaluation Working Group and Senior Researcher, Centre for Research on Educational & Community Services, University of Ottawa 

Wanda McDonald
Alliance to End Homelessness Steering Committee Member and 
Executive Director, Pinecrest-Queensway Community Health Centre
Max Rowsell
A youth with a personal experience of homelessness
Also available to speak with media: 

· Ottawa’s Social Housing Network spokespeople: 
     Val Hinsperger (Nepean Housing Corporation) and Ray Sullivan (Centretown Citizens Ottawa Corporation) 

· ATEH Steering Committee Members 
Hard copies of the full Report Card and the Highlights from it will be available at the Media Conference and  

English & French PDFs will be posted after 10 am, March 30th at www.endhomelessnessottawa.ca 
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