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Russell Mawby, Director of Housing, City of Ottawa 

The City continues its strong commitment to housing our most vulnerable citizens, and is increasingly looked to as a “best practice” in how to support the community to build affordable housing and deal with homelessness.

In 2005,we implemented progressive “Housing First” policies to ensure that public lands are used to help meet the need for affordable housing in all areas of the city.  In 2006, we will be implementing a new way of developing that land via the Ottawa Land Corporation in support of healthy, inclusive communities.

Since 2002, the City has supported the funding and development of 449 units of new low-income housing, including new supportive housing for people with mental illness, and the first new co-op housing developments in the over 10 years since social housing programs were cancelled.  

We have also supported an additional 116 of transitional and shelter units to meet the needs of Ottawa's most vulnerable residents.

In 2005, we started to see the return of funding for affordable housing from the Provincial and Federal governments, including approving funding for 136 new units in 4 projects, and we continue to push for a stronger commitment from those levels of government in 2006.

These investments have generated over $74 million in new construction, but more importantly will give over 1,000 households or people decent, safe and affordable places to live, get off the streets, or find the supports they need.

We have just helped complete a comprehensive community-led consultation (Community Action Plan) on how to further reduce homelessness over the next 3 years.  

The Task Force on Homelessness and Safe Streets has been meeting over the past year to hear from people on the streets how to make Ottawa a better place for them to live, and will be reporting back to Council in the next few weeks.

But there is much more that needs to be done to make sure every citizen of Ottawa can afford to live here.  Over 38% of tenants spend more than 30% of their income on rent.

We still have over 850 men, women and children in our emergency shelters each night, and there are over 9,500 households on the social housing waiting list.

We need the Federal and Provincial governments to get all the way back to the table and give housing the funding it needs so that all of our citizens can have decent, safe and affordable places to live.

Background /Context 

· City has 22,500 units of social housing, budget impact of about $60 million to property taxes, about $28 million in transfers from Federal Government, $0 from Province.

· Our subsidies account for about ½ of total operating cost of social housing, rest comes from tenant rents and other revenues

· 2006 budget approved additional $3.4 million for social housing subsidies, most of which is for Ottawa Housing.

· No capital funding identified in 2006 yet, motion was to bring report forward once Province has details of new program, expected April 2006.

· Since 1999, have supported 642 units of affordable housing, and 219 units of transitional housing and shelters, total 861.  $103 million of development activity.

· 211 units are under construction, 139 are in the development process, expected to start in 2006, and we expect funding for another 166 in 2006.
· Since 2000, the City has helped develop 17 projects for new supportive shelters, transitional and permanent housing for over 400 homeless youth, adults and families.  These projects represent over $26 million in new development, with over $20 million in new capital funding from all levels of government ($3.4 million City, $16.7 million Fed, $264,000 Provincial, rest was fundraising or other equity from the development groups):

· Ottawa Salus

· John Howard Society

· Elizabeth Fry Society

· Youth Services Bureau

· The Mission

· Ottawa Mennonite Church

· Salvation Army

· Bruce House
· Cornerstone
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