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2011 FEDERAL ELECTION QUESTIONNAIRE

1. Do you support the adoption of a fully-funded national housing strategy which
respects provincial jurisdiction?

Liberal

Yes, our platform has committed $275 million in new funding per year for
affordable housing. As government, we would meet with provinces,
municipalities and other stakeholders to determine priorities, which would
likely vary across the country. Hence the program would be flexible to
reflect regionally diverse needs.

Comme vous le savez, le Bloc Québécois s’est dit favorable a I'adoption
d’une stratégie sur le logement en autant que le Québec puisse étre
malitre des investissements sur son propre territoire et qu’il n’ait I'obligation
de rendre des comptes qu’a sa propre population.

The Bloc Québécois supports a national housing strategy, as long as
Quebec can have jurisdiction over investments on its own territory, and is
accountable only to its own population.*
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Jack Layton and New Democratic Party of Canada has been a leader in
efforts to ensure Canadians have adequate, affordable and suitable
housing. Libby Davies, candidate for Vancouver East, introduced the
historic Bill C-304, an Act to ensure secure, adequate, accessible and
affordable housing for Canadians. Bill C-304 calls on the federal
government to work with provincial, territorial, municipal and aboriginal
counterparts to establish a housing strategy to address Canada’s housing
crisis through the provision of not-for-profit housing and ensure the cost of
housing does not interfere with the ability to meet other basic needs like
food and access to education. The NDP plans to re-introduce this
legislation when Parliament resumes.

d

reen

PARTY OF CANADA

The Green Party believes it is the right of every Canadian to have
affordable, safe and secure housing. It enhances people's health, dignity
and life opportunities. It is an essential prerequisite to an equitable society.
The Green Party will advocate the inclusion of a clause in the Canadian
Charter of Rights and Freedoms that specifically states that everyone living
in Canada is entitled to safe shelter or affordable housing. We will urge the
government to appoint a Minister for Housing to oversee development and
implementation of a National Affordable Housing Plan and we will require
the plan to set an annual rate of building affordable housing so that lack of
access to affordable housing is no longer a factor in homelessness by
2019. Universal housing will alleviate poverty. Universal housing provides a
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basis for employment, schooling, community services and contacts. The
development and delivery of adequate universal housing and emergency
accommodation must be a high priority.

Conservative Party
of Canada

(07

No Response

2. Do you support maintaining the existing federal subsidies for social housing units
in order to ensure that these units remain accessible to low-income households?

Liberal

In addition to the new annual commitment of $275 million, we would honour
existing funding of $358 million per year.

\"’B LOC

Le Bloc Québécois est favorable au maintien des subventions fédérales
pour les logements sociaux dont les conventions arrivent a échéance.

The Bloc Québécois supports continued federal funding for social housing,
after existing agreements expire.*

QUEBECOIS
% NDP

The NDP commits to maintaining existing federal supports for affordable
housing.

FPARTY OF CANADA

Yes, the Green Party supports the delivery of social housing dollars to
provincial, territorial and municipal governments through the traditional
vehicle of the Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation (CMHC). We will
change the mandate of the CMHC to include responsibility, as it once had,
for affordable, non-market and co-operative housing and dramatically
increase its funding. CMHC programs must be directed to the communities
most in need, and fast-tracked to provide homes for people at risk.

Conservative Party
of Canada

(07

No Response

3. Do you support the continued and long term investment by the federal government

in social housing

? If so, how much do you believe the federal government should

be spending annually on creating new social housing, in light of the Red Tent

Campaign recom

mendation to invest 2 billion annually?

Liberal

In the short term, our commitment is as described above, and we would of
course try to lever this money as much as possible. Over time, as the
deficit comes down, we would hope to increase funding.

3 BLOC

QUEBECOIS

(English follows) Le Bloc Québécois réclame:

A dans un premier temps, qu’un réinvestissement progressif soit effectué
par le gouvernement fédéral jusqu’a 'atteinte de prés de 2MM$
supplémentaires par année dans le logement social et abordable. Il doit
aussi s’engager a verser a terme 1% de ses revenus pour le logement
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social, soit 2,6MM$ pour 2011-2012, tout en maintenant les acquis
actuel.

A dans un deuxiéme temps, qu'un mécanisme de gestion de surplus soit
mis en place pour éviter la capitalisation systématique des surplus de la
SCHL qui atteindront plus de 10 MM$ en 2011. Ces surplus devraient
en partie servir a financer le réinvestissement progressif que le Bloc
propose.

A dans un troisieme temps, que le gouvernement fédéral accélere le
processus de négociations avec Québec sur le transfert complet des
responsabilités exercées par le fédéral en matiére d’habitation; que
I'argent nécessaire a la rénovation et a la poursuite des ententes
d’exploitation (conventions) des logements sociaux existants soit
transféré au Québec.

The Bloc Québécois demands*:

A A progressive reinvestment in social and affordable housing, with the
goal of reaching an additional $2 billion per year of funding by the
federal government. It must also commit to eventually spend 1% of
revenues on social housing, ($2.6 billion for 2011-2012), while
maintaining existing programs.

A A mechanism must be established to manage the surplus of the CMHC,
which will reach $10 billion in 2011. This surplus can partially fund the
progressive reinvestment proposed by the Bloc.

A The federal government must accelerate negotiations, with the goal of
transferring all responsibility on housing matters to Quebec. All funding
for the renovation and maintenance of existing social housing
(agreements) should be transferred to Quebec.*

all Our 2011 platform commits to enact this legislation for a national housing
I~ strategy if we form government, and within that framework we have
committed to:

A Restoring funding for the homeowners Residential Rehabilitation
Assistance Program (RRAP) and the Affordable Housing Initiative to
increase the supply of affordable housing, in partnership with the
provinces and territories; and

A Providing an additional $2.6 billion over four years in new funding for
affordable housing initiatives.

We believe that co-op and social housing is a key component in an
affordable housing strategy. Canada has a strong history of co-op and
social housing programs through the Canadian Mortgage and Housing
Corporation (CMHC). We have worked in recent years to secure a
sustained investment in local housing co-ops and social housing, and
called on the government to utilize further CMHC surpluses for primary
investment in these housing initiatives.
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The Green Party platform commits to 2.5 billion dollars in funding over the
green next three years to establish, in conjunction with the provinces, an

PARTY OF CANADA affordable housing program. Our National Affordable Housing Program will
provide sufficient funds annually through the CMHC to community-based
agencies across Canada to:

A Ensure that an adequate supply of new subsidized affordable homes is
built: 20,000 new and 10,000 rehabilitated affordable units per year for
the next ten years using capital grants and changes in tax and
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mortgage insurance regulations.

A Provide rent supplements or shelter assistance for an additional 40,000
low-income households per year, for ten years.

A Provide credit and loan guarantees to non-profit housing organizations
and cooperatives for the building and restoration of quality, energy-
efficient housing for seniors, people with special needs, and low-income
families.

A Support inclusionary housing by subsidizing private developers to
include a percentage of affordable housing in their housing projects.

A Dedicate funding to the co-operative housing sector to enable more
new affordable housing projects to proceed.

» No Response
Conservative Party
6 of Canada

* English translation of the Bloc responses was carried out by the Red Tent Campaign and is meant to act as a summary only.

The Red Tent Campaign thanks all the parties and MPs for their participation.

Red Tent is a joint campaign effort of more than 20 housing and homelessness organizations across
Canada, including:

Pivot Legal Society, CWP Advocacy Network, ACORN Canada, Impact on Communities Coalition, Advocacy
Centre for Tenants Ontario, Alliance to End Homelessness Ottawa, Right to Housing Manitoba,
et le Front d’action populaire en réaménagement urbain (FRAPRU)

For more information visit our website at www.redtents.orqg



http://www.pivotlegal.org/
http://www.cwp-csp.ca/
http://www.acorncanada.org/
http://iocc.ca/
http://www.acto.ca/
http://www.acto.ca/
http://www.endhomelessnessottawa.ca/
http://righttohousing.ca/
http://www.frapru.qc.ca/
http://www.redtents.org/

