
Prime Minister Stephen Harper

Office of the Prime Minister
80 Wellington Street
Ottawa, ON   K1A 0A2

Email:  pm@pm.gc.ca 

Prime Minister Stephen Harper:

RE: Action Needed By Federal, Provincial, and Municipal Governments to End Homelessness
The Alliance to End Homelessness, a non-partisan coalition of community stakeholders committed to ending homelessness, is deeply concerned about the homelessness crisis in Ottawa and across Canada.  
7,045 people spent the night in Ottawa emergency shelters in 2008, including 1,179 children.  More than 300,000 Canadians will experience homelessness in 2009.  As of 2006, nearly 1.5 million households in Canada live in housing that is unaffordable, inadequate or unsuitable.
We are particularly concerned that Government of Canada funding programs aimed at helping community agencies combat homelessness have been frozen since 1999 despite the increasing number of homeless persons and the complexity of their service needs.  
The 2009 Federal Budget promised $2 billion for housing but will do little to help those in greatest need of housing.  None of this money will be spent unless the provinces and territories agree to share costs.  This funding arrangement has previously prevented money allocated for housing from being spent.  A more effective relationship among the three tiers is imperative.
The Alliance to End Homelessness and concerned Canadians urgently call upon the Government of Canada to invest in affordable housing and homelessness initiatives.  We ask that the Government of Canada:

· Establish a National Housing Strategy that enshrines housing as a human right for everyone;  
· Increase funding to help communities address homelessness and make it ongoing; and 
· Improve access to and the rates of national income support programs so people can afford housing.  
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Cc: Dalton McGuinty, Premier of Ontario, Legislative Building, Queen's Park, Toronto, ON   M7A 1A1 Email:  dmcguinty.mpp.co@liberal.ola.org
Premier McGuinty, we urgently call upon the Government of Ontario to increase funding for affordable housing.
Cc: Mayor Larry O’Brien, City of Ottawa, 110 Laurier Avenue West, Ottawa, ON   K1P 1J1
Email:  larry.obrien@ottawa.ca

Mayor O’Brien, we call upon the City of Ottawa to take action to end homelessness by addressing the needs of all persons who are homeless or at risk of homelessness.  
